
From the Executive Director 

Dear Friends of New Beginnings, 

One of the things we take seriously at New Beginnings is our name.  
For the youth we serve, each new day brings fresh challenges that 
they must meet to make a new start.  In the face of instability and   
a lack of resources, these youth bravely create a new beginning.    
As adults, we have a lot to learn from young people about growth 
and change.  If you are like me, your own teen years may seem  
distant.  Youth’s stories invite us to remember that we all have the 
common experience of adolescence to draw on, when life’s path was 
less sure.  May their courageous faces inspire you as they do me. 

Organizational growth requires some bravery, too.  True to our 
name, we believe that innovative programs, based on what we have 
learned from the youth we serve, are essential to their success. 2013 
brought fresh and exciting opportunities to deepen our services:  
We collaborated with Maine Housing to expand our adult services 
and rapidly house homeless families; received a generous grant 
from the John T. Gorman Foundation to fund an ambitious project 
to assess the feasibility of incorporating mental health services; 
began fiscal sponsorship of Outright Lewiston-Auburn; completed 
the successful first year of our pilot educational support program; 
and continued to raise the funds needed to launch our first-ever 
building campaign in 2014. 

Your gifts of time and support form the foundation from which we 
and the youth we serve can take brave steps. Thank you for making 
a difference in the lives of Maine’s homeless youth and families.  

             Robert Rowe, Executive Director 

2013 Annual Report 
 

New Beginnings has improved the lives 
of Maine’s homeless youth & families  

since 1980.  We believe all young people 
deserve to feel safe and grow toward       

a healthy and stable adulthood.   

Thank you for supporting our work. 

Success by the Numbers 

14,320 Nights of housing where youth 
were safe and off the streets 

12,420 Meals served at the Shelter and 
Outreach Drop-In Center 

1,612 Contacts via street outreach in 
urban and rural communities 

653 Youth and families served this 
year by New Beginnings 

158 Youth stayed at our 24-hour 
Shelter from throughout Maine  

81  % of youth served reunified with 
family or acquired safe housing 

1 New Home to Stay program to 
rapidly house homeless families 

465 Youth and young adults helped 
at the Lewiston Drop-In Center 

Before New Beginnings, I was headed 
down a bad road.  
The staff helped  
me become a  
better friend,  
daughter, sister,  
… a better ME.  

 436 Main Street, Lewiston, ME 04240        207-795-4077        www.newbeginmaine.org 

Funded in part by the State of Maine and U.S. Departments of Health and Human Services, Family & Youth Services Bureau, Housing and Urban Development, and the United Way. 

http://newbeginmaine.org/
http://newbeginmaine.org/about-us/
http://newbeginmaine.org/outright/
http://newbeginmaine.org/programs/home-to-stay/


Emergency Shelter 

Since 1980, New Beginnings’ Emergency Youth 
Shelter has been a safe haven 365 days a year for 
young people with no place to go.  Ours is the last 
remaining shelter in Maine licensed to provide 24 
hour care for children and teens, and can serve up 
to 12 young people at any given time.  

In 2013, 158 youth ages 12-19 got the safe accom-
modation, meals, case management, educational 
support, life skills, and recreation they needed in 
the shelter’s supportive home-like environment. 
Of the youth that utilized the shelter this year, 50 
reunified with family members and 56 went on to 
our TLP or another permanent placement.  

In addition to meeting youth’s immediate shelter 
needs, we provide 24-hour phone referrals and 
family mediation services that work to prevent 
homelessness.  Mediation is available to families 
in crisis, even if the young person involved does 
not stay at the shelter.  This year, 39 youth and 
families participated in mediation.  Of those, 59% 
were able to return or remain home and more than 
90% did not return for a repeat shelter stay.  

Community Services: Prevention & Education 

New Beginnings HIV Prevention Program has been helping youth reduce 
their risk for nearly 20 years. In 2013, the program broadened its focus, 
adding new pregnancy prevention and emotional literacy groups.  Our 
Prevention  Educator worked with 121 youth and trained 53 staff from 22 
schools and agencies in risk-reduction strategies this year. 

With support from TD Bank, Best Buy, and L-A Children’s Fund, we began 
a pilot educational support program in 2013 to reconnect homeless and at-
risk youth with education and the love of learning.  Over the first year, our 
Education Specialist helped more than 100 young people with individual 
tutoring, assessments, homework, educational field trips, and groups. 

Outreach & Drop-In Center 

The Outreach program provides a life-line for 
youth ages 14-24 that are low-income and 
homeless or living in unstable circumstances.   

New Beginnings Outreach workers connected 
with over 1,600 youth this year on the streets, 
in the woods, libraries, corner stores, parks, 
or at schools to offer emergency supplies, a 
listening ear, and information about how to 
get food and shelter in Franklin, Kennebec, 
and Androscoggin counties.  

This year 465 youth ages 14-21 came to the 
downtown Lewiston Outreach Drop-In Center 
for a safe place off the streets to shower, get 
food and basic hygiene supplies, use a phone 
or computer, and enjoy recreational activities.  

Outreach workers focus on building trusting 
relationships with youth over time.  In 2013,  
more than 150 young people chose to work 
closely with an Outreach worker to make 
changes in their lives.  This individual support 
is essential for youth that have often not been 
engaged with employment, education, or their 
families, and may have substance use and/or 
mental health issues.   

In 2013, 86% of youth that worked with an 
Outreach case manager found stable housing. 

Before I came to New Beginnings,   
I was living on the streets.   

The staff helped me   
work toward my goals.   

I have become 
more responsible,  

maintained sobriety,  
am going to school, and   

have good people in my life. 

New Beginnings Programs 

Transitional Living Program (TLP) 

Seventy-nine homeless youth ages 16-21 accessed safe housing, life 
skills education, adventure challenge programs, and the caring adult 
support they needed to learn to live independently through the TLP 
in 2013.  Youth can live for up to 18 months in TLP supervised group 
living or independent apartments located in Androscoggin, Franklin, 
and Kennebec counties. 

Regular contact with knowledgeable staff and supportive groups in-
crease youths’ skills and promote the essential, real-life experiences 
with education, employment, household management, and personal 
growth that young people need to transition to adulthood. 

The TLP provided 7,556 nights of service in 2013 and 85% of youth 
that exited the program moved into safe and stable housing. 

http://newbeginmaine.org/programs/emergency-shelter/
http://newbeginmaine.org/programs/transitional-living-program/
http://newbeginmaine.org/programs/outreach-services/
http://newbeginmaine.org/programs/hiv-prevention-research-and-training/
http://newbeginmaine.org/programs/educational-support-program/
http://newbeginmaine.org/about-us/


Financial Overview 

2013 Annual Budget was $2,438,476 
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New Beginnings  

2013 Donors 
ableBanking customers 
Anonymous 
Tracy Allen 
Androscoggin Bank Staff 
Androscoggin Valley   
     Board of Realtors 
Atlantic Residential  
     Resource 
Auburn Methodist Church 
Auburn Exchange Club 
Marc & Elizabeth Ayotte 
Christine Babb & Nathan  
Dan Barker 
Judith Barker 
Jennifer & Scott Barr   
Bates Multifaith Chaplaincy 
Marcia Baxter & Bruce Damon 
Richard Beal 
Darcie Beaudin 
Bruce & Pamela Bell 
Lauren Berube 
Steve Bien 
Tami Bilodeau 
Janice & Roland Bilodeau 
Frederick & Janet Bishop 
Ira Bittues 
BJ's Charitable Foundation 
Ann & Osmond Bonsey 
Susan Boulanger 
Karen Bronk 
Jeanne & Robin Brooks 
Brunswick Steel, Inc. 
Budget Document Tech. 
Don & Irene Burton 
Gail & Ron Bussiere 
John & Rosemarie Butler 
Elizabeth & Julio  
     Capone-Henriquez  
Marian & Chip Carney 
James & Maryellen Carney   
D.R. Caron Excavating 
Anne & Ralph Caron 
Dom & Lucille Casavant 
Cassiel's Salon & Spa 
Regina Catterson 
Central Maine Credit Union 
Susan Chalgian 
Cindy & Richard Charloff 
City of Lewiston Community    
     Devel. Block Grant 
Celeste & Daniel Chasse  
Mark Chimsky-Lustig 
Clark Insurance 

Kitsie & Edmund Claxton 
Karin Congleton 
Jody Cornelio 
Mr. & Mrs. Ruben Cornelius 
Jane Costlow & David Das 
Grayling Cunningham 
Theresa Cyr 
Dag's Bait & Sport Goods 
John & Jane Daly 
John & Caroline Davison 
Normand & Lauretta Demers 
Linda DeSantis 
Edward & Sheila  
     Desgrosseilliers 
Mark Desgrosseilliers, Esq. 
Margaret Dickson 
Lacey Donle &  
     Justin Liudvinaitis 
Don's Automotive 
Stacey Doray 
Paul & Neria Douglass 
Rita Doyon-Cone 
Raymond & Suzanne  
     Duchette  
Patricia Dunn 
Gabriel Edelman 
William Eldridge 
ELHS Special Education Staff 
Mary Ann Emmert 
Joey Emond 
Eileen Fair 
Jason & Julie Farley 
Hannah Farrington 
Christopher Ferguson 
1st Universalist Auburn, UU 
Karen Foster 
Lori & Bryan Foster 
Raymond Frechette 
James & Kathryn Fyfe 
Ronald Gacicia 
Mary & Norman Gagnon 
Bruce & Lindy Gallup 
Anthony & Valerie Game 
Geiger 
Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Geiger 
Dolard Gendron 
Laurent & Patricia Gilbert 
Charles & Debra Gill  
Sara Goodrich 
John T. Gorman Foundation 
Women of Grace Lutheran 
Cynthia & Linda Greathouse 
Russell Hammond 
Holly Hannon Davis &  
     J. Scott Davis 
Woody & Bobbie Hanstein 

Judith Head & Michael Jones 
Lorna & John Healey   
Michael & Kayla Healey 
Roberta & Nathaniel  
     Hefferman 
Lois Hefferman 
Rebecca Herzig 
Rachel Jackson Hodson 
Thom Hoffman 
Mary Lou Hofmann &  
     Al Sargent 
Christine Holden 
Frederick & Nancy Holler 
Joseph & Susan Horton 
Mary Hunter & Jim Parakilas 
Allan Ingraham &  
     Sue Gardner 
International Paper 
Stephen Jacobs 
Barbara Jessen 
Jim's Auto Sales/Rent It 
Peggy Johnson 
William Johnson 
Laura Juraska 
Sara Karam 
Lorna Koci 
Kohl's 
Claudia Krug 
Ginny & John Kvochak 
Fern Labbe 
Jean Labrecque 
Laurier & Christine LaChance 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael J. Lanois 
Rosie LaPointe &  
     James Moreau 
Owen Larrabee &  
     Melissa Albertson 
Mrs. Dorothy Larrabee 
Martha Larrabee &  
     Gregory Cherneff 
Jane Lazgin 
William LePage 
Susan & Fergus Lea 
Fergus Casey Lea 
Constance Lemieux 
Anne & Phil Leonard 
Sandra Leone 
Pamela Lepage 
L-A Children's Fund 
E. Chris L'Hommedieu 
Clifford Libby 
Joan R. Libby Living Trust 
Lisbon Methodist Eve. Circle 
Allan & Mary Lobozzo 
Walter & Linda Lunt 
Lewiston Youth Council 

Jim Lysen & Susann  
     Pelletier-Lysen 
Joan Macri 
Marc & Jenifer Madore 
Maine Assoc. of Realtors   
     Foundation 
Maine Oral & Maxillofacial  
     Associates 
ME Real Estate Network 
MainStreet Foundation 
John Markoe 
Joan Markoe 
Rick & Jane Marsh 
Pat Matulaitis 
Linda & Kelly Matzen  
Joan May 
Ethan May 
Brenda McCannell 
Patricia McHugh 
Mary McRae 
Mechanics Savings Bank 
John Milazzo 
Drs. Milhauser & Mendoza 
Mary Mills 
Rene Minnis 
Wendy Mitchell 
Wayne & Lauren Moody 
Tim & Donna Mooney 
Mike Mooney &  
     Nancy Brown-Mooney 
Lillian Morin 
Donald Morin 
Chip & Jane Morrison 
Mr. & Mrs. Stephan Myers 
Georgia Nigro &  
     Rob Farnsworth 
Chrissy & Tim Noble 
Norman, Hanson & DeTroy 
Heather Nugent 
Lillian O’Brien 
Pat O'Brien & Dan Luszczki 
Keiko Ofuji 
Dr. Kurt Oswald 
Jim Oswald 
Melanie Paggioli 
Lisa Palmer 
David Panning 
Deb Parent 
Pat's Pizza, Auburn 
Matthew Pavis 
Payroll Management, Inc. 
Marc Pellerin 
Tina Penney 
Amanda & Scott Peters 
Laura Peterson 
Jan Phillips & Dennis Grafflin 

Webster & Cynthia Pierce 
Jody Pierce-Glover &  
     Bob Glover 
Marcy Plavin 
Stephanie Pomerleau 
John & Jane Poulin 
David & Julie Projansky 
Erica Rand 
Darby Ray &  
     Raymond Clothier  
Dan Reardon &  
     Bernadette Woodcock 
Carla Oswald Reed 
John C. Reed 
Reisert Foundation 
Shelley Reno 
Chuck Rhoades 
James Richter &  
     Laurie O'Higgins 
Brian & Robin Robbins 
Heidi Robinson 
Karen & Brian Rogers  
Mary Rollins 
Stephen Roop / Roopers 
Gill & Bonnie Ross 
Florence F. Rowe 
Robert Rowe 
Mike Roy 
Estelle Rubinstein 
Mary Ruchinskas 
Libby K. Rust 
Terry Samson 
Candace & Dwayne  
     Sanborn 
Sasseville Chiropractic/  
     Kids Day America 
Schiavi Family Foundation 
Schneider Property Mgmt. 
Lisa Serekian 
Rick Speer & Judy Frost 
Spencer-Reed Family 
Airin Tridanarti &  
     Thomas Stevens 
Vicki Stuart &  
     Phil Carpenter 
Paula Sullivan 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Summers 
Natalie Summers Capano   
     & Anthony Capano 
Bette Swett-Thibeault 
Roger Taylor &  
     Kathleen Carney 
TD Bank, Maine 
Elizabeth Thayer 
Tricorp Federal Credit Union 
Adriann Tucker 

Reta Turner 
Denise Vaillancourt   
     & Robert Morin 
Jason Van Buren 
Jenifer Van Deusen 
Varney Agency 
Sarah Vazquez 
Richard & Lois Wagner 
Lisa Jepson Wahlstrom 
Jack Waite 
Julie & Mike Warhola 
Molly & Stephen Shukie  
Pam Wegman 
Patricia Weidler & Don Fogg 
James & Kathy Wellehan   
Elisabeth Wells 
Patricia West 
Richard Whiting 
Lana Herring 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Williams 
Fredda & Ken Wolf 
Sonia & Rodney Woodrum  
Steven Wright &  
     Diane Brinley Wright 
Sabrina Yocono 

In Memory Of: 
Darrel Long 
Merton L. Rowe 
Sarah 
Saint Patrick 

In Honor Of: 
Darcy & Cody Chen 
Geri Fitzgerald 
Ida Gurney 
Lorna Healey 
Lois Hefferman 
Susan & Fergus Lea 
Mrs. F.C. Libby, Sr. 
Lewiston Youth Council film 
Annie & Paul Mahon family 
Danielle Reschke 
Libby K. Rust 
Theresa & Richard Sedgeley 
Rachel Spencer-Reed 
Estella Walker Swett 
Rick & Phillis Vail 
Richard & Lois Wagner 

Thank You! 
We appreciate every gift    

and apologize for errors or 
unintentional omissions.   

Please notify us of any 
corrections 207-795-4077.  

Revenue                                                           Expenses 



2013 Board of Directors 

 

 

How You Can Help 

Chris Ferguson,    
President 

Ed Desgrosseilliers,           
Vice President 

Michael Lanois, 
Treasurer 

Molly Watson 
Shukie, Secretary 

° Ended service 2013 
* Nominee for 2014  

Alex Beggs* 

Gina Catterson 

Lorna Healey 

Julie Lunt-Farley° 

Peggy McRae 

Sandy Nesin* 

David Projansky° 

Benjamin Qualey° 

Ted Small 

Vicki Stuart 

Volunteer Cook a meal, spruce up one of our buildings,  
or tutor a youth in need—call 207-795-4076 

Sponsor Host a fundraiser, hold a donation drive, or 
support one of our events—call 207-795-4077 

Give Help homeless youth with a secure online gift 
today at www.newbeginmaine.org  

 

NEW BEGINNINGS, INC.       
436 MAIN STREET 
LEWISTON, ME 04240 
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Advisors 

David Dubord 

Meg Greene* 

Ellen Hargraves* 

Dot Larrabee 

Kathryn Low 

Joan Macri 

Lillian O’Brien 

Tina Penney 

Darby Ray* 

Chandra Sasseville 
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http://www.unitedwayandro.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NewBeginningsInc
https://www.paypal.com/us/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_flow&SESSION=Nc1tWVFcU-D-peFeICJYOqH9Us1tmaf2LA5EGmXmWIaAqdJC9Wj0TafxZ28&dispatch=5885d80a13c0db1f8e263663d3faee8d5402c249c5a2cfd4a145d37ec05e9a5e
http://newbeginmaine.org/donations/
http://newbeginmaine.org/about-us/board-members/
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